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Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Please find attached our request for formal closure of the Section 182E pre-application
consultation in respect of ACP-323201-25 and for the Commission to issue its
determination as to whether the proposed development constitutes development within
the scope of Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
 
The attached submission includes the covering letter together with the updated site
location plan and indicative site layout plan referred to therein.
 
Should you require any further information or clarification, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
 
Kind regards,
Máire
 

MÁIRE MCNAMEE MRTPI

Associate, Planning

T:  +44 (0)28 9042
5222

 | M:+44 (0)7479 563 317

E:  mcnamee@gravisplanning.com  |  W: www.gravisplanning.com
 
BELFAST  |  DUBLIN  |  LONDON  |  EDINBURGH   
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03 July 2026 


 
The Secretary  
An Coimisiún Pleanála 
64 Marlborough Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 V902 
 
Via email: sids@pleanala.ie 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
RE:  ACP-323201-25 
 Section 182E Pre-Application Consultation – Request for Formal Closure and Determination 
 Proposed 220kV Substation and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), East Limerick, Co. 


Limerick 
 
We act on behalf of Harmony Solar East Limerick Limited1, the prospective applicant in respect of the 
above-referenced Section 182E pre-application consultation. 
 
Further to the pre-application consultation meeting held on 14th October 2025, we now wish to 
formally request closure of the pre-application consultation process and to invite the Commission to 
issue its determination as to whether the proposed development constitutes development within the 
scope of Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 
 
As noted in the Record of Meeting, the Commission advised that it would be in a position to issue a 
determination once the preferred development option had been confirmed and the consultation 
formally closed. Since that time, the project design has progressed and the proposed grid 
infrastructure has been refined. In particular, it has now been confirmed that the future transmission 
infrastructure at East Limerick will comprise a proposed 220kV substation and associated 
infrastructure, including a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), together with all ancillary works 
required to facilitate connection to the national grid. 
 
Accordingly, the determination request now relates to the proposed substation development and 
associated infrastructure, including BESS. In accordance with the matters noted by the Commission 


 
1 Harmony Solar East Limerick Limited, Ballyseskin House, Kilmore, Co. Wexford 







during the pre-application consultation process, and for the purposes of assisting the Commission in 
making its determination, we enclose updated drawings illustrating the proposed substation and BESS 
development as now intended to be brought forward. Specifically, we enclose: 
 


 site location plan for the proposed substation/BESS lands; and 
 an updated site layout plan for the proposed substation and BESS development. 


 
We note that the Commission has previously determined co-located substation and BESS 
development to constitute transmission infrastructure within the scope of Section 182A, including in 
the context of stand-alone BESS development and also where associated with renewable energy 
generation projects. In this case, the proposed substation development, including the BESS and 
associated infrastructure, will form a significant node on the 220kV transmission network and is 
fundamentally concerned with the transmission of electricity. Having regard to the nature and 
function of the proposed infrastructure, and the broader interpretation of Section 182A reflected in 
recent Commission determinations, we consider that the proposed development clearly constitutes 
development for the purposes of electricity transmission. 
 
The proposed development remains functionally linked to the wider East Limerick Solar Farm project. 
The solar farm itself is being progressed separately by way of planning application to Limerick City and 
County Council, albeit the cumulative and functional relationship between the two elements of the 
overall project has been and will continue to be clearly addressed within the relevant planning and 
environmental documentation. 
 
We consider that the information now before the Commission is sufficient to allow it to reach a 
conclusion on the status of the proposed development under Section 182A, having regard to the 
nature and function of the infrastructure proposed, the matters previously outlined in the submitted 
documentation and presentation material, and the discussions held with the Commission at the pre-
application consultation meeting. 
 
Should the Commission require any clarification in order to finalise its determination, we would be 
pleased to respond. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Máire McNamee 
Gravis Planning 
mmcnamee@gravisplanning.com 
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The Secretary  
An Coimisiún Pleanála 
64 Marlborough Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 V902 
 
Via email: sids@pleanala.ie 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
RE:  ACP-323201-25 
 Section 182E Pre-Application Consultation – Request for Formal Closure and Determination 
 Proposed 220kV Substation and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), East Limerick, Co. 

Limerick 
 
We act on behalf of Harmony Solar East Limerick Limited1, the prospective applicant in respect of the 
above-referenced Section 182E pre-application consultation. 
 
Further to the pre-application consultation meeting held on 14th October 2025, we now wish to 
formally request closure of the pre-application consultation process and to invite the Commission to 
issue its determination as to whether the proposed development constitutes development within the 
scope of Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 
 
As noted in the Record of Meeting, the Commission advised that it would be in a position to issue a 
determination once the preferred development option had been confirmed and the consultation 
formally closed. Since that time, the project design has progressed and the proposed grid 
infrastructure has been refined. In particular, it has now been confirmed that the future transmission 
infrastructure at East Limerick will comprise a proposed 220kV substation and associated 
infrastructure, including a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), together with all ancillary works 
required to facilitate connection to the national grid. 
 
Accordingly, the determination request now relates to the proposed substation development and 
associated infrastructure, including BESS. In accordance with the matters noted by the Commission 

 
1 Harmony Solar East Limerick Limited, Ballyseskin House, Kilmore, Co. Wexford 



during the pre-application consultation process, and for the purposes of assisting the Commission in 
making its determination, we enclose updated drawings illustrating the proposed substation and BESS 
development as now intended to be brought forward. Specifically, we enclose: 
 

 site location plan for the proposed substation/BESS lands; and 
 an updated site layout plan for the proposed substation and BESS development. 

 
We note that the Commission has previously determined co-located substation and BESS 
development to constitute transmission infrastructure within the scope of Section 182A, including in 
the context of stand-alone BESS development and also where associated with renewable energy 
generation projects. In this case, the proposed substation development, including the BESS and 
associated infrastructure, will form a significant node on the 220kV transmission network and is 
fundamentally concerned with the transmission of electricity. Having regard to the nature and 
function of the proposed infrastructure, and the broader interpretation of Section 182A reflected in 
recent Commission determinations, we consider that the proposed development clearly constitutes 
development for the purposes of electricity transmission. 
 
The proposed development remains functionally linked to the wider East Limerick Solar Farm project. 
The solar farm itself is being progressed separately by way of planning application to Limerick City and 
County Council, albeit the cumulative and functional relationship between the two elements of the 
overall project has been and will continue to be clearly addressed within the relevant planning and 
environmental documentation. 
 
We consider that the information now before the Commission is sufficient to allow it to reach a 
conclusion on the status of the proposed development under Section 182A, having regard to the 
nature and function of the infrastructure proposed, the matters previously outlined in the submitted 
documentation and presentation material, and the discussions held with the Commission at the pre-
application consultation meeting. 
 
Should the Commission require any clarification in order to finalise its determination, we would be 
pleased to respond. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Máire McNamee 
Gravis Planning 
mmcnamee@gravisplanning.com 
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